For the finer shaping of work the hand use of gouges is needed. This is also a two handed technique, the gouge being held firmly and pushed by the right hand with the first and maybe second finger of the left hand resting on the blade to guide the tool on its correct path. As always when handling sharpened tools, the golden rule is to keep both hands, and fingers, behind the cutting edge. It is essential to practise on a block of scrap wood to get the 'feel' of the tools before embarking on any piece of work.
The initial shaping of wood in any project is performed using the largest gouge and mallet; this is known as 'bosting-in'. As 
